
Narrator:
Begin Section 9: Am I Dependent or Independent? Who Is My Parent When I Fill Out the FAFSA? 

Today, we’ll talk about your filing status when you complete the FAFSA. How you answer a series of questions on the application will determine whether you file as a dependent student (using your and your parents’ information) or as an independent student (using your own information and that of your spouse, if you’re married). 

The questions cover a variety of criteria, such as when were you born; if you are married; what type of college degree you will be working on; your current military status; if you have children or other dependents; and if you are considered to be an emancipated minor, in legal guardianship, or if you are considered to be homeless. 

You can find these questions and instructions on how to answer them in the FAFSA instructions. If you file electronically, you may find it helpful to use the dependency status worksheet on FAFSA on the Web at www.fafsa.ed.gov. At this site, go to Before Beginning a FAFSA, then to Determine Your Dependency Status. Paper FAFSA filers will find the dependency questions in Step Three of the paper and PDF FAFSA. You can get a copy of a paper FAFSA by calling the Federal Student Aid Information Center, toll-free, at 1-800-4-FED-AID or 1-800-433-3243, or get a copy of a PDF FAFSA by going to www.FederalStudentAid.ed.gov and then to FAFSA Filing Options. 

If you answer yes to any of the dependency questions, then you’re independent and not required to provide information about your parents on the FAFSA. If you answer no to every dependency question, then you’re dependent and you are required to provide information about your parents on the FAFSA.

Once you’ve checked out the dependency questions in greater detail on the FAFSA, you may have questions as to what parental information you need to provide on the FAFSA. You may wonder what to do, for example, if your parents are divorced, remarried, or if you live with a sibling or a relative. Here is some information that might help:

· If your parents are living and married to each other, answer the questions about them.

· If your parents are living together and are not married but meet the criteria in your state for a common-law marriage, answer the questions about both of them. If your state does not consider them to be married, fill out the parental information as if they are divorced.

· If your parents are divorced or separated, answer the questions about the parent with whom you lived more during the past 12 months.

· If you lived exactly six months with each parent, give answers about the parent who provided more financial support during the past 12 months or during the most recent year that you actually received support from a parent. If this parent is remarried as of the day you submit the FAFSA, answer the questions on the FAFSA about that parent and the person whom your parent married (your stepparent).

· If your parent is widowed or single, answer the questions about that parent. If your widowed parent is remarried as of the day you submit your FAFSA, answer the questions about that parent and the person whom your parent married (your stepparent).

Note that grandparents, foster parents, legal guardians, older brothers or sisters, and uncles or aunts are not considered parents unless they have adopted you. However, the FAFSA asks two questions about your parents’ education level. For those two questions, your parents are considered to be your birth parents or adoptive parents—your stepparent is not your parent in these questions.

At this point, I will take some questions:

Student 1:
What if my parents don’t want to help me pay for college?

Lecturer:
They don’t have to, but you still need to provide their information on the application to put together a picture of your family’s financial strength. This helps determine how much help the government can give you to pay for school. However, if you have no contact with your parents and are unable to provide parental data on the application, you may have what’s called a “special circumstance.” If you are completing FAFSA on the Web, answer the questions regarding special circumstances and the remaining student questions. Then sign and submit the application for processing. If you are completing a paper application, complete as much of the form as you can, sign it, and submit it for processing. Your application will be incomplete, and no EFC will be calculated. However, the schools you listed on your application will still receive your application data. You will then need to contact those schools for further assistance on how to complete your application.

Student 2:
What if my family has a situation that isn’t accounted for in the application?

Lecturer:
If you or your family has an unusual situation, such as loss of employment or extremely high medical or child care expenses, you should complete the FAFSA to the extent that you can and submit it as instructed. Then talk to the financial aid administrator at the school you plan to attend. Based on your family’s circumstances, he or she may decide on a case-by-case basis to adjust the data elements used to calculate your EFC.

Student 3:
What if my parents don’t want to provide their private information on the FAFSA?

Lecturer:
Their information is safe with us. We recommend you fill out your FAFSA online, where your information is encrypted (or scrambled so that no one can read it before it’s sent over the Internet to our processor). To find out how your FAFSA data are used, read The Privacy Act statement on the FAFSA and FAFSA on the Web.

Student 4:
What if I don’t live with my parents?

Lecturer:
You still must answer the questions about them if you’re considered a dependent student. 

Student 1:
Where can we get more information?

Lecturer:
In addition to the school’s financial aid administrator, you can contact the Federal Student Aid Information Center, toll-free, at 1-800-4-FED-AID or 1-800-433-3243.

Narrator:
End Section 9: Am I Dependent or Independent? Who Is My Parent When I Fill Out the FAFSA?
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