Narrator:
Begin Section 2: Why Go to College? 
Younger sister:
Do I really need a college education to get a good job with a future? I can get a good job now.

Older brother:
Maybe so, but according to the Bureau of Labor Statistics’ Current Population Survey, the median earnings for high school graduates are just over $40,000 a year. A college graduate’s median earnings are just over $70,000 a year. If you pursue education beyond a bachelor’s level, your earning power will be even greater, all the way up to over $110,000 annually for those with a professional or doctoral degree. Check out their information at www.bls.gov.
Younger brother:
Wow. I didn’t think the difference was that great. It sounds like it pays to continue education beyond high school.

Older brother:
Yes. Sometimes it’s hard to stay in school if you think you need to be working to earn money now. But if you finish high school and go on to college, you’ll have a wider variety of jobs to choose from, and you’ll earn more, especially in the long run.

Younger sister:
How do I decide on a good career? There are so many careers to choose from.

Older brother:
Talk to your school counselor, or go to a website that I found useful, www.studentaid.ed.gov. From that site, you can create your own personal, password-protected account called MyFSA. Use that account to fill out an interest questionnaire. Based on your answers, the site gives you a list of careers that fit your interests.

Younger brother:
OK. Then what do I do with this list of careers?

Older brother:
Use the College Matching Wizard under MyFSA on www.studentaid.ed.gov to find schools offering courses of study that fit your career choice.

Younger sister:
Sounds great, but doesn’t college cost a lot of money?

Older brother:
Don’t think about college simply in terms of the amount of money it will cost. Think of it as an investment. You are investing money now, so you can earn more later. Take a look at the different federal student aid programs they have to offer www.studentaid.ed.gov. At that site, you can find information on grants, loans, and work-study programs. The site also has a scholarship search you can use for free at www.studentaid.ed.gov/scholarship.

Younger brother:
I’ll do that, but what if I have more questions?

Older brother:
Well, if I’m not around, contact the U.S. Department of Education’s Federal Student Aid Information Center, toll-free, at 1-800-4-FED-AID or 1-800-433-3243.

Narrator:
End Section 2: Why Go to College?
