
Narrator:
Begin Section 16: Sources of Nonfederal Aid for Blind and Visually Impaired Students

Student: 
Do you know of any programs specifically for blind or visually impaired students?

FSAIC:
I can suggest several places that you can check. First, contact the school you are interested in and find out about any local grants or other private or state aid for blind or visually impaired students. You should also check with the school’s Section 504 coordinator, if it has one. This refers to Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973.

Student:
What information can the Section 504 coordinator give me?

FSAIC:
The Section 504 coordinator can tell you what services are available at the school to make its programs and facilities accessible to students with disabilities.

Student:
OK. I will check with this person, if the school has one. What other organizations should I check with?

FSAIC:
Both the National Federation of the Blind (NFB) and the American Council of the Blind (ACB) offer scholarships to outstanding blind and visually impaired students in qualifying education programs beyond high school. The NFB’s website is www.nfb.org. The ACB’s website is www.acb.org. Also, contact the HEATH Resource Center, a national clearinghouse on postsecondary education for individuals with disabilities. They can be found at www.heath.gwu.edu. Finally, the Social Security Administration has a program called Plan for Achieving Self Support, or PASS. If you are currently on Supplemental Security Income (SSI) and want to earn money for your education, normally any additional money you earn would reduce your SSI eligibility. However, any money you set aside under PASS does not reduce your SSI benefit. You can go online for more information on PASS at www.ssa.gov/online/ssa-545.html. 

Student:
Those sound like great resources. I can’t wait to get started. And thanks for all the great information you provided. I will be sure to check out all of the online information as well as the telephone numbers. I’ve got an idea how to get started now.

FSAIC:
Don’t hesitate to contact us here at the Federal Student Aid Information Center for free help any time if you have questions. Good luck.

Narrator:
This is the end of Funding Your Education: Audio Highlights.
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