Narrator:
Begin Section 7: What Is a Federal Student Aid PIN and Why Do I Need One?
Student:
Tell me more about this Federal Student Aid PIN. What is it and why do I need it?

FSAIC:
Your Federal Student Aid PIN is the personal identification number you use when you visit certain U.S. Department of Education websites. When you type in your PIN at these sites, you are saying either, “Yes, it’s really me—please show me the personal information about me on this site,” or “Please accept my PIN as my signature on this online form.”

Student:
What can I do with my PIN?

FSAIC:
Your PIN allows you to 

· sign your FAFSA, check your FAFSA status, and make your corrections online,

· find out what federal student aid you have received in the past at the National Student Loan Data System at www.nslds.ed.gov, and
· sign certain federal student loan contracts online.
Student:
How do I get a PIN?

FSAIC:
It’s easy to get a PIN. Go to www.pin.ed.gov and provide a few pieces of information, such as your name, address, and Social Security number. You will be given the option of creating your own PIN or having the site create one for you. If the site creates one for you, you can choose to have your PIN mailed to you, or you can choose to receive an e-mail that will give you the link to a secure site where you can access your PIN. At that site, we’ll ask you for some personal information to identify yourself before we show you your PIN. If you need to provide information about your parents on the FAFSA, one of your parents also should get a PIN.

Student:
How long does it take to receive the PIN?
FSAIC:
You or one of your parents will be able to use the new PIN immediately to sign your FAFSA. (If you are a dependent student and you provide parental data on the application, that parent also needs to apply for a PIN.) Then, within one to three days of the PIN being issued, your and your parent’s name, date of birth, and Social Security number are verified with the Social Security Administration. If they confirm your information, your and your parent’s PIN is then valid for all of the uses I previously explained.

Student:
What else do I need to know about my PIN?

FSAIC:
Keep your PIN in a safe place or memorize it. Never tell anyone else your PIN, even if they are helping you fill out the FAFSA. Remember, your PIN is your signature—would you teach someone to forge your signature? Protect your PIN!

Student:
Does my PIN expire? Will I have to apply for a new PIN each year I apply for aid?

FSAIC:
Your PIN (and your parent’s PIN) will not expire at the end of the school year, and you can continue to use it in the future to renew your FAFSA, sign loan contracts, etc. If your parent has more than one child in college, he or she can use the same PIN to sign the FAFSA for every child.

Narrator:
End Section 7: What Is a Federal Student Aid PIN and Why Do I Need One?

